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RECORD OF POLITICAL EVENTS 

[From May i, 1909, to November 3, 1909] 

I. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
THE MOROCCAN SITUATION.— The French intervention at Casa- 
blanca (see the Record of December, 1907, p. 750), was followed dur- 
ing the past summer by a Spanish intervention in the Riff district. Work 
in certain mines near the Spanish town of Melilla had been begun by 
Spanish companies early in the preceding year under the protection of the 
roghi but was suspended at the time of his defeat by Mulai Hafid in October. 
About the first of June, the Spaniards placed military posts at La Restinga 
and Cabo de Agua and resumed work at the mines. Early in July the 
Moorish tribesmen killed several workmen and cut to pieces a small puni- 
tive expedition from Melilla. On July 23, before reinforcements could be 
sent from Spain, the Moors desperately attacked the Spaniards. There 
was more fighting on the twenty-seventh and twenty-eighth, in which Gen- 
eral Pintos lost his life; and the Spanish casualties during July were esti- 
mated by the Tangier correspondent of the London Times at about ninety 
officers and a thousand men. Anti-military riots and disorders at Barce- 
lona (see infra, p. 756) delayed effective action on the part of the Madrid 
government; but at length, in August, General Marina, reinforced by some 
25,000 troops, was able to take the offensive. It was reported that Mulai 
Hafid had refused to recognize any mining concessions granted by the 
roghi and had inspired the outbreak; but this he denied, and the Spanish 
government declared that they expected to achieve their objects without 
quarreling with the sultan. In a note to the diplomatic representatives at 
Tangier in September, the Maghzen protested against what it described 
as a violation by Spain of the Act of Algeciras and asked for the interven- 
tion of the powers to safeguard Moorish territory and to stop bloodshed. 
A newspaper statement of General d' Amade, the commander of the French 
forces during the Casablanca campaign, that the Spanish intervention was 
decidedly prejudicial to French interests created a sensation; he was im- 
mediately charged by his government with a breach of discipline and placed 
on the unattached list. Spanish forces under General Tovar occupied 
Zeluan late in September but suffered a severe reverse near that town in 
October, General Diaz Vicario and three other officers and three hundred 
privates being killed. The advance was later resumed. — The British and 
French representatives protested in August to the sultan against the torture 
of political prisoners, especially the recently captured usurper, Bu Hamara 
(see infra, p. 759), who was confined in a cage. — The arbitration tribunal 
at the Hague handed down in May its decision regarding the Casablanca 
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dispute between France and Germany (see last Record , p. 344), to the 
effect that the secretary of the German consulate was wrong in trying 
to embark in a German ship deserters from the French foreign legion, 
though the French authorities were also wrong in the form given to their 
opposition. 

OTHER AFRICAN RELATIONS. — Official correspondence between 
the British and Belgian governments concerning the Congo was published 
in July at London and at Brussels. Sir Edward Grey stated that Great Bri- 
tain was anxious to recognize the Belgian government of the Congo but 
could not do so until the abuses of taxation and forced labor had ceased. 
— Negotiations were opened in July between Great Britain, France and 
Germany with the view of restricting the traffic in spirits and arms in 
West Africa. — The United States commission appointed to investigate 
conditions in Liberia (see last Record, p. 349), arrived there in May and 
was enthusiastically received. The commission spent several weeks in the 
country, investigating frontier problems and economic affairs. Unofficial 
communications to the press are pessimistic in tone as to the future of Liberia 
and indicate that there is a considerable sentiment in favor of positive in- 
tervention by the authorities of the United States. 

ASIATIC RELATIONS. — To the other disputes between China and 
Japan mentioned in the last Record (p. 344), was added a disagreement 
over the Mukden-Antung railway. China declined in June to recognize 
Japan's treaty right either to police the branch lines or to convert the road 
into a permanent track, alleging that the treaty contemplated repairs only 
and not reconstruction. After two months' negotiation, Japan announced 
that the necessary reconstruction of the railway would proceed without 
further waiting for Chinese cooperation. China agreed toward the close of 
August not to build a railway in the vicinity of or parallel to the South 
Manchurian railway. A settlement of the question of the title to the Pratas 
Islands in the China Sea between Hong-Kong and the Philippines was 
effected in July: Japan recognized China's claims on condition that China 
should pay a fair price for Japanese improvements. An agreement on the 
long-disputed status of the territory of Chien-tao was signed at Pekin on 
September 4: China promised to open four towns to Japanese trade and to 
permit Koreans to settle freely in the region. — A preliminary agreement 
with regard to the jurisdiction of the Russian railway authorities in Man- 
churia was signed at Pekin on May 1 1. — A share of the large railway loan 
floated by the Chinese government in June was demanded for American 
financiers by the United States government. (For similar intervention in 
Cuba see infra, p. 733.) — Great Britain formally took over in July the 
three Malay states of Kelantan, Tringganu and Kedah, which had been 
ceded by Siam. The reception of the British governor, Sir John Ander- 
son, was reported as enthusiastic. — The troubled conditions in Persia 
throughout the summer were attended by continued Russian and British 
interference (see infra, pp. 759, 760). 
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EUROPEAN RELATION'S. — The storm-center in the near east shifted 
from Servia to Crete. The four protecting powers, carrying out their 
pledges despite the opposition of the Ottoman government, withdrew the 
international troops from the island on July 26, after having declared, 
however, that they would continue to watch over the maintenance of order 
and the safety of the Musulmans. The Cretans promptly raised the Greek 
flag and proclaimed anew their union with the Hellenic kingdom. The 
Turkish government announced its firm resolve to preserve its rights in 
Crete while respecting Cretan privileges and threatened to break off diplo- 
matic relations if Greece failed to disavow ambition in the direction of 
Crete. The Greek government replied that it was not implicated in the 
annexation movement and would preserve the same correct attitude as in 
the past. On August 1 7 an international squadron arrived at Canea, and 
on the following day a landing force cut down the Greek flag. Coupled 
with the Cretan crisis, the activity of the army party in Greece and the con- 
tinued disorders on the Macedonian frontier did not augur well for the re- 
lations between Greece and the Ottoman empire. — The Porte recognized in 
August King Ferdinand's title of king of the Bulgarians. — The Austro- 
Hungarian government, after some hesitation, accorded permission to the 
Russian government in July to deliver a shipment of arms as a pres- 
ent to Montenegro. — A violent Servian demonstration took place at Bel- 
grade on October 7, the anniversary of the annexation of Bosnia and Her- 
zegovina by Austria-Hungary. — The visits of the tsar to several countries 
were used by the European press generally to call attention to improved 
international relations. In June the tsar entertained the German emperor 
at Reval and visited the king of Sweden at Stockholm; in July and August 
he visited President Fallieres at Cherbourg and King Edward at London 
and toasted the triple entente ; he was cordially received by the king of 
Italy in October. — Special favors conferred in October on the new German 
chancellor, Herr von Bethmann-Hollweg, by Emperor Francis Joseph 
marked the intimacy of Austria-Hungary and Germany. — British church 
representatives were entertained in Germany in June. — Austria-Hungary 
declined in May to take an official part in the proposed Italian exhibition 
at Rome to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the union of the kingdom, 
out of deference apparently to the feeling of the pope. — The fiftieth anni- 
versary of the battle of Solferino was observed both in Italy and in France. 
— The French government in July adopted a new extradition convention 
with Great Britain and ratified the Franco-Canadian commercial agreement. 
— Norway suggested in July a conference of the powers interested in the 
development of Spitsbergen, such as Great Britain, United States, Ger- 
many, Russia, Sweden, Denmark, Belgium and the Netherlands; but ob- 
jections raised by Sweden and Russia as to the scope of the Norwegian 
proposals left the matter in abeyance. — The Prusso-Swedish train-ferry 
service was opened on July 7. 



No. 4] RECORD OF POLITICAL EVENTS 733 

AMERICAN RELATIONS. — In August the government of China, with- 
out assigning any reasons, recalled its minister to the United States, Wu 
Ting Fang, and appointed in his stead Chang Yin Tang. — The relations 
between the United States and Japan have been marked by manifestations 
of good feeling. Two Japanese cruisers were welcomed in San Francisco 
in May, and one of the squadrons of the Pacific fleet was sent by the United 
States to Yokohama, where it was received with great cordiality. — The 
modus v"iendi between the United States and Great Britain regarding the 
Newfoundland fisheries (see last Record, p. 346) has been continued 
until the question can be passed upon finally by an arbitral tribunal. — It 
was reported from official sources in June that President Gomez, of Cuba, 
had been informed that the United States was dissatisfied at the action of 
his government in contracting for military supplies in Europe and had been 
reminded of the large debt due the United States on account of the recent in- 
tervention. After some negotiation, the European contracts were annulled. 
(For similar policy in China, see supra, p. 731.) — During his tour through 
the United States (see infra, p. 734) President Taft met President Diaz of 
Mexico on October 16 at El Paso, Texas. — In May Nicaragua sent a com- 
missioner to Washington to settle the claim of the Emery Company to 
mahogany timber concessions in that country. A protocol was signed on 
May 25 by which Nicaragua promised either to reach a settlement with the 
company in four months or to submit the question to arbitration. A final 
agreement was reached in September, according to which the company is 
to receive $600,000 for its claims. When serious riots broke out in Nica- 
ragua in May, the United States sent a cruiser to the scene to protect 
American interests. — At Caracas, Venezuela, a protocol was signed during 
the summer by which that country agreed to pay $475,000 to the New 
York and Venezuela Company and to take over its property, the money to 
be regarded as compensation for the company's property rights which were 
destroyed by the late Castro government. Another protocol signed in Sep- 
tember secured to the Orinoco Company a promise of the payment of 
$385,000. Both claims had been long pending (see last Record, p. 345). 
— In the frontier arbitration between Peru and Bolivia, the president of the 
Argentine presented in July his decision, by which the boundary was to 
follow the rivers Heath and Madre de Dios up to the mouth of the Torom- 
onas and was to run thence in a straight line as far as the intersection of 
the river Tehuamanu with the sixty-ninth meridian, thence northwards to 
the territorial sovereignty of another power. The award, which was favor- 
able in every particular to Peru, was considered by Bolivians to have been 
influenced by political motives and to be manifestly unfair; and a mob at 
La Paz attacked the Argentine and Peruvian legations and pillaged the 
houses of citizens of those countries. For a time war seemed imminent, 
but the Bolivian government restored order, and the president offered 
apology to the other countries. It was later agreed to fix the boundary 
through direct negotiation between Peru and Bolivia. — The Peruvian gov- 
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eminent canceled the exequatur of the Swedish consul-general at whose 
house insurgents took refuge on May 29. — A preliminary treaty between 
Venezuela and Colombia, signed at Caracas on June 2, marked the re- 
sumption of diplomatic relations, which had been broken off between these 
two countries at the beginning of the Castro regime. By one important 
provision of the treaty, Colombia agreed to cede certain territory on the 
Orinoco, Inridi and Negro rivers to Venezuela. — A proclamation was issued 
in Curacao on June 6 permitting Dutch steamers to enter Venezuelan ports. 
— An arbitration treaty between Brazil and Great Britain was signed on 
June 18. It contained a proviso that the Dominions of the British empire 
should concur in matters affecting their interests. 

II. THE UNITED STATES 
THE ADMINISTRATION. — In September President Taft started on a 
long tour of the country, which continued through October. During this 
tour he made a number of addresses, outlining his views on public ques- 
tions. In a speech at Winona, Minnesota, he defended the Payne Act (see 
infra, pp. 737-739) as the best tariff measure ever passed by a Republican 
Congress. He spoke in Omaha in favor of the establishment of a separate 
interstate commerce court, the strengthening of the powers of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission and a modification of the Sherman anti-trust law. 
A speech at Denver defended the corporation tax, which was declared to 
be preferable to a general individual-income tax. An address at Spokane 
favored the policy of the conservation of national resources and the reclama- 
tion of arid lands. The last two weeks in October he spent in the South, 
speaking at important cities. — It was announced by the Isthmian Canal 
Commission in May that the total amount of excavation up to that time 
was 73,124,849 cubic yards, of which more than one-half had been 
taken out in the preceding twelve months. It was estimated that 101,- 
541,746 cubic yards remained to be excavated and that, at the present 
rate of progress, the excavation would be completed by August, 191 1. — 
Governor Charles N. Haskell of Oklahoma was re-indicted on May 27 by 
the federal grand jury at Tulsa for fraudulently obtaining titles to town lots 
in Muskogee (see last Record, p. 350). In October his counsel argued a 
motion to quash the indictments. Other land frauds prosecutions were 
pushed by the administration during the period under review. A number 
of persons interested in the coal lands in Routt County, Colorado, were 
indicted at Denver on May 30 for defrauding the government out of coal 
lands. Equity suits against the Utah Fuel Company to annul title to coal 
lands in Utah were settled in July by restitution. W. Sully, G. W. Daily, 
R. T. Ireland and F. T. Wells were arrested in New York in September 
for fraudulently obtaining title to Wyoming coal lands. Ex-United States 
Attorney Hall was sentenced in Portland in June to a fine and imprison- 
ment for land frauds. — In August a bitter newspaper controversy was 
started over the policies of Secretary Ballinger and Chief Forester Pinchot 
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concerning the withdrawal of certain public lands from entry. It appeared 
that during the latter part of Mr. Roosevelt's administration Mr. Ballinger, 
as land commissioner, was in disagreement with Mr. Pinchot on this ques- 
tion, but that Mr. Pinchot had the support of Secretary Garfield. On the 
last day of his term President Roosevelt withdrew about one million acres 
of land in Montana and Wyoming, to prevent the acquisition of water- 
power sites by a great corporation, but under Secretary Ballinger' s rule 
this order was rescinded a few days later and the lands were thrown open 
for entry. In defence of his action, Secretary Ballinger stated that the 
large withdrawals made by President Roosevelt were not warranted by a 
strict interpretation of the law. In a speech at the Irrigation Congress at 
Spokane in August Mr. Pinchot said: "To follow blindly the letter of the 
law without intelligent regard both for its spirit and for the public welfare is 
nearly as dangerous as to disregard the law altogether." Mr. Pinchot 
further warned Congress of "the eager, rapid, unwearied absorption, by 
the water-power trust, of rights which belong to all the people." The press 
assumed that Mr. Pinchot's speech was a direct attack upon Secretary 
Ballinger, and extended controversy at once arose over the respective 
policies of the two officials, but the discussion led to no definite results. 
During the newspaper war, charges were made by L. R. Glavis, chief of 
the field division of the General Land Office, that Secretary Ballinger had 
aided the Cunningham interests to secure patents for Alaska coal lands 
based on fraudulent and unlawful claims. About the same time Ormsby 
McHarg, assistant secretary of the Department of Commerce and Labor, 
attacked the general policy of the conservation of forests and water supply, 
declaring that "the abundance of our forests is such that the alarmist's 
statements as to the approaching exhaustion of supply are utterly un- 
founded." Early in September President Taft accepted the resignation of 
Mr. McHarg. On September 15 he made public a letter to Secretary 
Ballinger exonerating him and authorizing him to remove Glavis. Later 
the president issued a statement expressing full confidence in Forester 
Pinchot and a desire to retain his services.— President Taft has directed 
that after July 1, 1910, the army shall not have more than 80,000 enlisted 
men, a reduction of about 8,000 from the present number. — It was an- 
nounced in September that Secretary Knox had organized in the State De- 
partment an office of counselor, to have charge of important legal questions 
and special supervision over the negotiation of treaties, and that Mr. H. M. 
Hoyt had been appointed to this office. At the same time a far eastern 
bureau was established, to foster trade in the Orient. — Reports gathered by 
Postmaster-General Hitchcock early in September indicated a deficiency of 
about $20,000,000 in the Post Office Department, a larger sum than ever 
before. In consequence of this situation, it was assumed that the extension 
of the rural free-delivery service would be at least temporarily arrested. — 
The principal appointments made by President Taft were: Robert Bacon, 
ambassador to France; Oscar S. Straus, ambassador to Turkey; John G. 
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A. Leishman, ambassador to Italy; John L. Griffiths, consul-general in 
London; A. P. Andrews, director of the Mint; Lee McClung, treasurer of 
the United States; E. Dana Durand, director of the Census; H. C. Emery, 
James B. Reynolds and A. H. Sanders, as tariff commissioners under the 
provisions of the Payne Act (see infra, pp. 738, 739); R. G. Valentine, com- 
missioner of Indian affairs; W. S. Washburn, civil service commissioner; 
Walter E. Clark, governor of Alaska; William Williams, commissioner of 
immigration at the port of New York. Charles R. Crane was appointed 
minister to China but was recalled while on the way to his post because of 
an alleged indiscretion in revealing diplomatic secrets to a newspaper re- 
porter. — It was announced in August that the census appointments in some 
of the southern states, namely, Virginia, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, 
Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas, Louisiana and Texas, would be divided 
equally between Republicans and Democrats. President Taft declared, in 
a letter to Secretary Nagel, that all supervisors and enumerators who 
should take an active part in politics during the term of their employment 
should at once be dismissed from the service. 

THE DEPENDENCIES. — A strike of Japanese plantation laborers broke 
out in Hawaii in May. Papers seized by the high sheriff were alleged to 
contain evidence of a concerted movement on the part of the Japanese to 
overthrow the internal government of the islands. A number of the strike 
leaders were indicted for criminal conspiracy and four of them were con- 
victed. — The Legislative Assembly of the Philippine Islands passed a 
number of important measures, among which were a general bankruptcy 
act and a railway guarantee law which assures the extension of the Luzon 
system to the extreme southern portion of the island. Just before adjourn- 
ment on May 20, the Assembly passed a resolution instructing the Philip- 
pine delegates at Washington to work for the independence of the islands; 
and, at the laying of the corner-stone of the new capitol at Manila on May 
21, Speaker Osmena expressed a belief that in the years to come it would 
be the seat of government of a free and independent nation. The total 
amount of the budget was 16, 500,000 pesos. It was decided to change the 
date of meeting of the Assembly from the spring to the autumn. The As- 
sembly selected Benito Legarda and Manuel Quezon to be resident com- 
missioners at Washington. An investigation into the causes of the mutiny 
of a part of a company of constabulary, which occurred at Davao on the 
southeastern coast of Mindanao in the spring, led to the dismissal of several 
officers, either on the ground of incompetency or because they had punished 
privates too severely. — In view of the deadlock in the government of Porto 
Rico (see last Record, p. 351) President Taft sent a special message to 
Congress, on May 10, in which he advised the passage of a bill providing 
that, when the insular legislature adjourns without making the necessary 
appropriations, sums equal to the appropriations of the previous year shall 
be available for current expenditures. He also stated that the United 
States had gone too fast for the good of the people in the extension of polit- 
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ical liberty. Congress passed a law in accordance with his recommenda- 
tion. In August the leaders of the popular party asked the courts for in- 
junctions restraining the executive officers from making expenditures under 
the act, but their prayer was denied in September. The leaders also pro- 
tested against the language of the president's message, and American gov- 
ernment was roundly denounced in the local press and at huge mass meet- 
ings. The delegates of the popular party at Washington publicly stated, 
on their return to the island in June, that President Taft had promised to 
recommend to Congress that citizenship be bestowed on the inhabitants of 
Porto Rico. Governor Post, who had had considerable trouble in his office 
(see Record of December, 1908, p. 753), announced in July that the presi- 
dent had informed him that he could hold his position as long as he pleased; 
but shortly afterward he resigned, and it was immediately given out in 
Washington that George R. Colton would be appointed governor. 

CONGRESS. — The debate on the tariff bill continued in the Senate for 
almost three months (see last Record, p. 354). The bill was first con- 
sidered section by section in the committee of the whole. Under the 
leadership of Senator Aldrich, the amendments proposed by the finance 
committee were generally adopted. But a number of " insurgent ' ' Repub- 
licans from the Middle West, particularly Senators Dolliver and Cummins 
of Iowa, La Follette of Wisconsin, Beveridge of Indiana and Bristow of 
Kansas, constantly attacked the proposals of the committee and voted with 
the minority. The amendments to the cotton schedule, which changed 
the ad valorem duties to specific, met with particularly severe criticism. 
Although Senator Aldrich claimed that this change did not raise the duties, 
the "insurgents" insisted that his statement was incorrect. Amendments 
providing for an income tax were introduced by Senators Cummins and 
Bailey. To prevent the adoption of an income-tax provision, President 
Taft sent a special message to Congress on June 1 6, recommending the 
passage of a constitutional amendment giving Congress power to levy a tax 
on incomes and advising a two-per-cent tax on the earnings of corpora- 
tions. In referring to the income tax, the president said that the decision 
of the Supreme Court in the income-tax cases had deprived the federal 
government of a power which it was generally supposed to possess and 
which might be indispensable to the nation's life in great crises; that it was 
much wiser to accept the decision of the court and remedy the defect by 
amendment than to enact income-tax legislation on the assumption that the 
court would reverse itself ; and that he was convinced that a great majority 
of the people of the country were in favor of an income tax and ready to 
adopt the amendment. In dealing with the proposed corporation tax, the 
president cited as a special merit of the law the fact that it would enable 
the federal government to supervise the annual accounts and business trans- 
actions of all corporations, and that, by the publicity thus given to the busi- 
ness transactions and profits of every corporation in the country, the federal 
government would make a long step toward that control which would pre- 
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vent further abuses of power on the part of corporations. The consideration 
of the tariff schedules was completed on June 29. The corporation-tax 
provision, which had in the meantime been reported by the finance com- 
mittee, was then taken up, and on July 2 it was incorporated in the bill by 
a vote of 60 to 11. Three days later the proposed amendment to the con- 
stitution giving Congress power to levy an income tax was passed in the 
Senate by a unanimous vote. On July 12, after four hours' debate, it was 
approved by the House of Representatives by a vote of 317 to 14. The 
leading speech against the income-tax amendment in the House was made 
by Mr. McCall of Massachusetts. The following members voted against 
the amendment: Allen of Maine; Gardner, McCall and Weeks, of Massa- 
chusetts; Henry and Hill, of Connecticut; Olcott and Southwick, of New 
York; Barchfeld, Dalzell, McCreary and Wheeler, of Pennsylvania; Calder- 
head, of Kansas; Fordney, of Michigan. The consideration of the tariff 
bill in committee of the whole was completed on July 6, and the modified 
measure was then laid before the open Senate. The principal change made 
in the bill during the closing debate was the striking-out of the exemption 
of holding companies from the corporation tax. The Payne-Aldrich bill 
was finally passed by the Senate on July 8 with 847 amendments by a vote 
of 45 to 34. Ten Republicans, Beveridge, Bristow, Brown, Burkett, 
Clapp, Crawford, Cummins, Dolliver, La Follette and Nelson, voted 
against it; one Democrat, McEnery, voted for it. The two houses there- 
upon appointed a conference committee, which was composed of Senators 
Aldrich, Burrows, Penrose, Cullom, Bailey, Money and Daniel, and Rep- 
resentatives Payne, Dalzell, McCall, Boutell, Calderhead, Fordney, Clark, 
Underwood and Biggs. At this juncture President Taft publicly expressed 
himself to a group of congressmen as in favor of a substantial downward 
revision. It was said that he was using his influence with the committee 
to induce it, in every instance of disagreement between the two houses, to 
agree upon the lower rates. The conference report was laid before Con- 
gress on July 30. It put hides and petroleum on the free list; lowered the 
duties of the Senate bill on lumber, on printing paper, on iron ore and on 
leather and its manufactures; and reduced the corporation tax to one per 
cent. It struck out the high rates on gloves and hosiery. The bill in its 
final form was passed by the House of Representatives on July 31 by a vote 
of 195 to 183. Nineteen Republicans, the majority of them from the 
Middle West, voted against the bill; two Democrats voted for it. In the 
Senate the debate on the conference report lasted until August 5. It was 
severely attacked by a number of Republicans as not being a sincere ful- 
filment of the party pledges. The bill was finally passed by a vote of 47 
to 31, seven Republicans voting against it, and was immediately signed by 
the president. In addition to the tariff schedules, the Payne-Aldrich Act 
contained provisions for minimum and maximum rates; a limited free trade 
with the Philippines; the establishment of a court of custom appeals, to be 
composed of five judges; the issue of Panama Canal bonds; the appoint- 
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ment of a tariff commission, to secure information for the enforcement of 
the maximum and minimum clause; the abolition of internal revenue on 
leaf tobacco then in hand; and a one-per-cent tax on the net income of 
corporations. At the time of signing this act President Taft issued a state- 
ment, declaring it to be " a sincere effort on the part of the Republican 
party to make a downward revision ' ' but not ' ' a perfect tariff bill or a 
complete compliance with the promises made, strictly interpreted." He 
commended the power granted to the executive under the maximum and 
minimum clause, which could be exercised in such a way as to obviate 
unfair and undue discrimination by foreign countries against American 
merchandise and products; he expressed gratification at the passage of the 
Philippine tariff section, which he thought would greatly increase the trade 
between the islands and the United States; and he reiterated his belief that 
the corporation tax, in addition to being a just and equitable measure, 
would constitute an important step in the direction of federal control over 
corporate enterprises. Senator Cummins, in a public address at Chicago 
shortly after the passage of the bill, stated that the "insurgent" Republi- 
licans would lend no encouragement to the election of Democratic members 
of the next Congress but would carry the tariff fight into the coming Repub- 
lican conventions. — An act was passed in June providing for the taking of 
the thirteenth census. (For the law relating to the government of Porto 
Rico see supra, pp. 736, 737.) — On August 5 Speaker Cannon announced 
his committee assignments for the Sixty-first Congress. Several ' ' insur- 
gent " Republicans were deposed from important places, notably Repre- 
sentative E. N. Fowler of New Jersey, who had been chairman of the 
committee on banking and currency, and who was succeeded by E. B. 
Vreeland of New York. 

FEDERAL JUDICIARY.— In the case of the United States against the 
proprietors of the Indianapolis News, who were under indictment for commit- 
ting criminal libel by publishing articles relating to the alleged corruption in 
the Panama canal purchase (see last Record, p. 340), Judge Anderson, of 
the United States district court for Indiana held, in October, that the parties 
could not be removed to Washington, D. C, for trial. — Among the more 
important decisions of the Supreme Court were the following: The com- 
modities clause of the Hepburn Act, making it unlawful for a railroad to 
transport any article produced by it or which it may own in whole or part, 
does not apply to commodities produced by a corporation in which the rail- 
way concerned is merely a stockholder, and, thus construed, the act is a 
valid regulation of commerce (United States v. Delaware and Hudson Rail- 
way Company; cf. Record of December, 1908, p. 762). The provision of 
the Alien Immigration Act, allowing the secretary of commerce and labor 
to impose penalties upon transportation companies for violations of the 
terms of the law, is not unconstitutional under the fifth amendment as tak- 
ing property without due process of law (Oceanic Steam Navigation Com- 
pany v. Stranahan). Between the ratification of the treaty of peace with 
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Spain in 1898 and the establishment of civil government by Congress, 
Porto Rico was subject to the military control of the president, and his 
action in establishing a provisional court was valid (Santiago v. Nogueras). 
A statute of the state of Kentucky, making it an offense to furnish, sell or 
give liquor to any person who is an inebriate, as applied to a common car- 
rier bringing liquor to such person from another state was declared to be 
an attempted regulation of interstate commerce and hence unconstitutional 
(Adams Express Company v. Kentucky). An act of Congress providing 
different methods for enforcing a drainage law against residents in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia and non-residents does not deprive the latter of property 
without due process nor deny them equal protection of the law, and it is 
not unconstitutional (District of Columbia v. Brooke). A statute limiting 
the height of buildings, if reasonable, is a valid exercise of the police power, 
and it does not deny equal protection of the law when it provides a classifi- 
cation of residential and commercial portions on practical, not aesthetic 
grounds (Welch v. Swasey). — Justice Rufus W. Peckham of the Supreme 
Court died on October 24. 

STATE AFFAIRS. — In nearly every state legislature which met during 
the winter of 1908-09, bills regulating the liquor traffic in one way or 
another were introduced, but very few of them were passed. Such regula- 
tion, particularly in the form of local option, is now a prominent issue in- 
Idaho, Indiana, Illinois, Ohio, Nebraska, South Dakota, Texas, Minnesota, 
Washington, Wisconsin, Missouri, Iowa and Arkansas. In those states 
which have local option laws (see State Affairs in the Records of De- 
cember, 1908, and June, 1909) the temperance movement seems, on the 
whole, to be making steady gains. — Alabama was the first state to ratify the 
sixteenth amendment to the federal constitution giving Congress power to 
levy an income tax (see Congress, supra). It was approved by the lower 
house of the legislature on August 2 and by the Senate on August 10 and 
was signed by the governor on August 16. — The legislature of Colorado 
has passed an act providing that the state shall contribute to party campaign 
funds in proportion to the strength of the party vote ; contributions by cor- 
porations or by persons who are not themselves candidates are forbidden, 
such a contribution and its acceptance being made a felony punishable by 
imprisonment in the penitentiary for a term not exceeding two years or a 
fine of not more than #5000 ; candidates may expend only a certain per- 
centage of the first year's salary or of the fees of the offices which they are 
seeking ; the money is to be paid by the state treasurer to the party chair- 
men, who are to be under bond. — The Connecticut General Assembly de- 
cided to refer the sixteenth amendment to the consideration of the next 
session — The legislature of Georgia refused to pass upon the income-tax 
amendment. — In August, a number of counties in Idaho voted "dry" 
under the local option law. — The senatorial deadlock in Illinois, which had 
lasted for several months (see last Record, p. 357), was broken on May 
26 by the election of Congressman William Lorimer, a Republican, by a 
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vote of 1 08 to 90 ; this was accomplished by the help of several Democratic 
votes. On June 16 the supreme court of the state held that the recent pri- 
mary election law (see Record of December, 1908, p. 759) was unconsti- 
tutional.— Several more counties in Indiana voted " dry " under the recent 
local option law (see last Record, p. 375). — The legislature of Maine has 
created a state water-storage commission for the purpose of collecting hy- 
drographic data, so that the legislature may take steps to develop and con- 
serve the water power of the state. — Acting on the recommendations of the 
Boston finance commission (see last Record, p. 358) the Massachusetts 
legislature passed several important statutes relating to the government of 
that city, and the governor of the state immediately appointed the members 
of the permanent finance commission created by the legislature. — Governor 
John A. Johnson of Minnesota died on September 21. The Minnesota 
legislature has created a women's and children's department in the state 
bureau of labor. — The resolution to submit to the people of the state a con- 
stitutional amendment providing for prohibition (see last Record, p. 357) 
failed to pass the upper house of the Missouri legislature. — A law providing 
for the non-partisan nomination and election of all judges, state and local, 
of state and county superintendents of public instruction and of regents of 
the state university has been passed by the Nebraska legislature. — Five 
constitutional amendments, providing for the reorganization of the judicial 
system of the state, for increases in the terms of the governor, senators, 
assemblymen and sheriffs and for increases in the pay of the senators and 
assemblymen, were voted on at a special election in New Jersey on Sep- 
tember 14. All the amendments were defeated by a decisive majority. 
Governor Fort announced on October 2 1 that he would call a special ses- 
sion of the legislature to protect more adequately the water rights of the 
state and to provide more funds for the valuation of railroad property. — 
The commission appointed by Governor Hughes of New York to investi- 
gate exchanges (see last Record, p. 357) made its report on June 7. It 
opposed the bringing of the exchanges under direct state control but rec- 
ommended that stricter control be exercised by the exchanges themselves in 
order to prevent the evils of overspeculation. A joint committee of the 
legislature visited various parts of the country during the summer to observe 
the workings of direct primaries. Another commission investigated the 
question of employers' liability and the causes and effects of unemployment. 
— In May John H. Sanderson, one of the men found guilty of defrauding 
the state of Pennsylvania in the construction of the new capitol, but out on 
bail pending action on appeal, died in New York. He. is the fourth person 
convicted or accused of connection with those frauds who has died since 
their exposure. In the latter part of July William P. Snyder, formerly 
attorney-general, and J. M. Shumaker, formerly superintendent of public 
buildings, failed in their appeal to the superior court and were ordered to 
prison for two years for fraudulent transactions (see Record of December, 
1908, p. 760). — The Oklahoma legislature passed several rather radical 
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laws relating to the employment of women and children and the payment 
of workingmen's wages. — At a local-option election held in South Carolina 
on August 17 a majority of the " wet " counties voted in favor of prohibi- 
tion. — A state-wide prohibition law went into effect in Tennessee on July 1. 
Fourteen night riders were convicted at Waverly in May. In July the 
supreme court reversed the conviction of eight night riders who had been 
convicted at Union City several months previously (see Record of Decem- 
ber, 1908, p. 760). — The office of reviser of laws was created by the Wis- 
consin legislature, and a bill was passed permitting cities to adopt the Com- 
mission form of government. 

MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS. — A number of political leaders in Boston, 
among them L. F. McCullough, president of the common council last year, 
were sentenced in June to various terms of imprisonment for defrauding the 
city. The finance commission (see last Record, p. 358) issued another 
report in August, charging the mayor with extravagance, laxness in execu- 
tive supervision and favoritism in appointments. It recommended a reduc- 
tion of salaries, revocation of unnecessary appointments and relief of the 
executive departments from pressure proceeding from the mayor's office in 
their selection of subordinates. Acting on the previous report of the com- 
mission, the legislature created a permanent finance commission, to be 
appointed by the governor (see supra, p. 741) and provided for the 
supervision of certain municipal appointments by the state civil-service 
commission, the origination of appropriations by the mayor and the publi- 
cation of an official municipal journal.— A police inspector, a detective and 
eight other persons were indicted in Chicago in July for receiving bribes to 
protect vice. The city's bonding power has been increased $16,000,000 by 
the state legislature. — Mayor Johnson of Cleveland met with a severe re- 
verse in August, when a franchise intended to introduce three-cent-fare car 
lines was defeated on a referendum after a bitter fight. — In May a new city 
charter was adopted by Colorado Springs, providing among other things for 
the recall of elective officials. — During the summer Police Commissioner 
Bingham of New York City, charged with illegally detaining the picture 
and measurements of an innocent boy and acting arbitrarily in other re- 
spects, was removed by Mayor McClellan. It was publicly asserted that 
the real reason for the mayor's action lay in the fact that Mr. Bingham had 
incurred the displeasure of certain leading politicians. A new building 
code, alleged to have been drafted for the benefit of certain "interests," 
was passed by the board of aldermen but was vetoed by the mayor. After 
a long investigation by a special commissioner, Governor Hughes removed 
from office L. F. Haffen, president of the borough of the Bronx, the princi- 
pal charges being that he had padded the payrolls and practised political 
jobbery in the management of local improvements. During the summer a 
special joint committee of the legislature considered the proposed charter for 
New York City. — James C. Dahlman, the "cowboy" mayor of Omaha, was 
reelected at the municipal election held on May 4. — In Pittsburgh Charles 
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R. Richardson, convicted of conspiracy in connection with the attempts to 
bribe Councilman Martin in the interests of the Tube City Railroad Company 
(see last Record, p. 359), was sentenced in June to imprisonment for one 
year and three months and was fined #500. Several other persons, some of 
them former councilmen, were sentenced to prison for varying terms for 
defrauding the city. — At a general municipal election in Portland, Oregon, 
on June 7, the commission system of government was rejected. At this elec- 
tion thirty-five legislative questions were referred to the voters. — The trial of 
Patrick Calhoun, in San Francisco, on a charge of offering a bribe to a super- 
visor to obtain an overhead trolley franchise, ended June 20 in a disagree- 
ment of the jury (see last Record, p. 360). A municipal referendum on 
June 24, on the question of issuing bonds for the construction of an under- 
ground railway line, resulted in the defeat of the principle of municipal 
ownership by a narrow margin. 

THE ELECTIONS AND REFERENDA. — On November 2 elections 
were held and constitutional amendments were submitted to vote in a number 
of states. Eben S. Draper, the Republican governor of Massachusetts, 
was reelected by a greatly reduced plurality. In Rhode Island Governor 
Pothier was reelected on the Republican ticket by an increased plurality ; 
and constitutional amendments were adopted providing for a new legislative 
apportionment and conferring the veto power on the governor. In Virginia, 
W. H. Mann, the Democratic candidate, was elected governor. In Mary- 
land the proposed constitutional amendment (see Record of December, 
1908, p. 760), designed to disfranchise the negroes, was defeated. In 
Kentucky the Democrats made large gains, securing two-thirds of the leg- 
islature. The Republican majority in Nebraska was greatly reduced. In 
New York, the Republicans retained control of the legislature ; but several 
opponents of Governor Hughes's direct primary bill were unseated and the 
majorities of others were reduced. — A number of important municipal elec- 
tions were held. The new scheme of government for Boston, providing 
for a council of nine members, extending the mayor's term to four years 
and instituting the recall and non-partisan nominations, was adopted. The 
Republican candidate, Louis Schwab, was elected mayor of Cincinnati 
Mayor Tom L. Johnson, of Cleveland, was defeated by H. C. Baehr, the 
Republican candidate. The Republicans of Indianapolis succeeded in 
electing Louis Shank, after a hot contest. In New York City, William J. 
Gaynor, the Democratic candidate for mayor, was elected, but the "fusion " 
nominees were chosen to the other offices. In Philadelphia the reform 
ticket was defeated and District-Attorney Rotan was reelected. The Amer- 
ican party was again successful in Salt Lake City. P. M. McCarthy, 
union labor candidate, was elected mayor of San Francisco, and F. J. 
Heney, the Democratic candidate for district-attorney, was defeated by C. 
M. Fickert. Brand Whitlock was reelected mayor of Toledo. — In the 
elections to the Philippine Assembly the Nationalist party was victorious. 
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THE TRUST PROBLEM AND THE RAILROADS.— Following close 
upon the revelation of frauds perpetrated by the American Sugar Refining 
Company in connection with the weighing of sugar (see last Record, p. 
361) came serious charges against the company for violations of the Sher- 
man anti-trust law. In June the company agreed to settle by a large pay- 
ment the suit brought against it by the Pennsylvania Sugar Company for 
having entered into a conspiracy to wreck the latter concern through a well 
concealed loan deal. Attorney-General Wickersham immediately instituted 
an investigation into the affairs of the trust ; and in July indictments were 
returned against W. B. Thomas, president of the company, J. E. Parsons, 
counsel, and several other men prominent in the trust's management, on 
charges of conspiracy to restrain commerce in violation of the Sherman act. 
The defendants pleaded the statute of limitations, and on October 26 Judge 
Holt, of the United States circuit court of New York, sustained this plea as 
regarded G. E. Kissel and T. B. Harned, two of the men indicted. — The 
hearings in the action to dissolve the anthracite coal trust (see Record 
of December, 1908, p. 623) ended September 29. The case will be brought 
to trial in the United States circuit court at Philadelphia. — The hearings in 
the suit against the powder trust (see last Record, p. 361) were con- 
tinued. — Five persons connected with the turpentine trust, who had been 
convicted in Savannah of violations of the Sherman law, were sentenced on 
May 14. Two of them received jail sentences. — In May the Standard Oil 
Company and the Republic Oil Company filed appeals in the Supreme 
Court of the United States from the decision of the supreme court of Mis- 
souri ousting them from doing business in that state and imposing on each 
of them a fine of $50,000 (see last Record, p. 362). — In August the 
authorities of Arkansas brought suit against the American Book Company, 
alleging that it was a combination in restraint of trade and asking that it 
be ousted from the state and fined $2,000,000. At the same time action 
was brought against sixty-five insurance companies for violation of the anti- 
trust law of the state. — During the summer the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission instituted an investigation into the business relations existing 
between the various express companies. Charges were made that a con- 
spiracy in restraint of trade exists between these companies. — On August 24 
the United States circuit court at Chicago granted a permanent injunction 
sought by the Western railroads against the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion, restraining it from enforcing an order issued by it on June 24, 1908, re- 
lating to the joint rates from the Atlantic seaboard to the Missouri River cities. 
This order sought to create a system of through rates less in amount than 
the sums of the local rates. — In June Attorney-General Wickersham directed 
the dismissal of the government suit against the New York, New Haven and 
Hartford and the Boston and Maine railroads for violating the anti-trust 
law. This was done on the ground that the legislature of Massachusetts 
had expressly authorized the consolidation of those roads. — The federal 
grand jury at Rochester, New York, returned indictments on May 24 



No. 4] RECORD OF POLITICAL EVENTS 745 

against the Buffalo and Susquehanna and the Erie railroads for failure to 
observe the rate laws and for granting concessions. The Buffalo and Sus- 
quehanna Coal Mining Company was indicted for accepting concessions. 
— The Missouri Pacific and the St. Louis, Iron Mountain and Southern rail- 
roads pleaded guilty to charges of rebating in the federal court at Little 
Rock, Arkansas, in June. A fine of $7500 was imposed in each case. — 
In May the attorney -general of Missouri instituted quo warranto proceed- 
ings in the supreme court of the state against a number of railroads, 
asking for a forfeiture of their charters or the imposition of fines. The in- 
formation charged them with conspiring to fix passenger rates in violation 
of the common law and with conspiring to put into effect a combination of 
freight rates in violation of the state anti-trust laws. — The Pennsylvania 
two-cent-fare law was again held unconstitutional by the common pleas 
court in Philadelphia in June. — An injunction was issued by the circuit 
court in Charleston, West Virginia, in August, restraining the state and county 
officials from enforcing the two-cent-fare law against the Norfolk and West- 
ern railroad, on the ground that the act is confiscatory and unconstitu- 
tional. The road was required to issue with three-cent-fare tickets coupons 
for all sums collected in excess of two cents a mile, until a test case pending 
in the state supreme court should be decided. 

LABOR AND CAPITAL. — The most serious labor trouble during the 
period under review was the strike at the mills of the Pressed Steel Car 
Company at McKee's Rocks, Pennsylvania. The strikers, largely foreign- 
ers, demanded higher wages. Almost 6000 men were affected. Serious 
riots took place about the middle of July, in which a number of persons 
were injured. The company attempted to re-open the mills, but compara- 
tively few of the strikers returned to work. Both sides sought the interven- 
tion of a court of equity, but in each case injunctions were refused. A 
large number of strikebreakers were brought in by the company. Riots oc- 
curred again toward the end of August, and five men were killed. Charges 
were made that the strikebreakers were kept in peonage, and the Depart- 
ment of Justice ordered an immediate investigation of conditions at McKee's 
Rocks. Special agents, who were sent to the spot, made a thorough in- 
quiry. Commissioner of Labor Charles P. Neill also went to investigate the 
strike. No clear cases of peonage were found, but evidence of violations of 
state labor laws was discovered and transmitted to the governors of New 
York and Pennsylvania. On September 8 the men voted to return to work, 
the company conceding most of their demands. — The white firemen on 
the Georgia Railroad went out on strike on May 17, protesting against the 
employment of negroes by the company. At many points persons in sym- 
pathy with the strike dragged negroes from trains and whipped them. On 
May 23 the white engineers also quit work and the entire line was tied up. 
Commissioner of Labor Charles P. Neill and, later, Chairman Knapp of 
the Interstate Commerce Commission went to Georgia and tried to settle the 
dispute. On May 29 it was agreed that the men should return to work 
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under conditions existing previous to the strike, and that the question of the 
elimination of negro firemen should be submitted to arbitration. An arbi- 
tration board decided that the employment of negro firemen should be con- 
tinued. — About 20,000 men in the tin plate industry went out on strike, 
June 30, from the plants of the American Sheet and Tin Plate Company, 
which are situated in various towns of Pennsylvania, Ohio, West Virginia 
and Indiana. — More than 6000 miners struck in West Virginia in the latter 
part of May, because the operators demanded the long ton. — A strike on 
the trolley-car system of Philadelphia broke out in May. Mob violence 
occurred in many places throughout the city. Strikebreakers were attacked 
by the strikers and their sympathizers, and a large number of persons were 
injured. The strike was called off after one week, when the company con- 
ceded higher wages and shorter hours. — A strike of the street car men 
took place in Pittsburg in the latter part of June. After two days the com- 
pany granted practically every demand of the men, and the strikers re- 
turned to work. — A similar strike broke out in Omaha about the middle of 
September. — A street car strike took place in Evansville, Indiana, on May 
29 and was accompanied by local disorders. — A machinists' strike broke 
out in the repair shops of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad system early in 
June. The men objected to the introduction of the piece-work system. 
The strike extended to Pennsylvania, Ohio and Indiana. — A packing room 
employees' strike in Lynn, Massachusetts, which took place in June and 
lasted one week, ended in a victory for the strikers. — The hatmakers' strike 
over the use of the union label (see last Record, p. 362) was settled on 
June 8, in the main in favor of the employers. — The District of Columbia 
court of appeals, on November 2, affirmed the decree of the supreme court 
of the district adjudging Samuel Gompers, Frank Morrison and John 
Mitchell, of the American Federation of Labor, guilty of contempt of court 
in the Bucks Stove and Range Case (see Record of June, 1909, p. 362). 
THE RACE PROBLEM AND LYNCHING.— A strike of white firemen 
took place on the Georgia Railroad in June on the ground that they ob- 
jected to the employment of negro firemen. The question was referred 
to arbitration and decided in favor of the blacks (see supra, p. 745). — 
On May 24 the Supreme Court of the United States adjudged Sheriff John 
F. Shipp of Hamilton county, Tennessee, and nine other persons in con- 
tempt of court for not preventing the lynching of a negro, Edward Johnson, 
in March, 1905. Johnson was constructively in the custody of the court, as 
he had been sentenced to death for assault, and the Supreme Court had 
granted an appeal from a decision of the United States circuit court denying 
him a writ of habeas corpus, thus effecting a stay of proceedings. On the 
night after the appeal was allowed, Johnson was taken out of the jail at 
Chattanooga and hanged. — At Tyler, Texas, on May 1, a mob of 1000 per- 
sons took Jim Hodges from jail and hanged him to a scaffolding at the un- 
finished new court house, for attacking a woman the preceding night. — An 
unidentified negro, who assaulted the wife of a farmer at Camden, Florida, 



No. 4] RECORD OF POLITICAL EVENTS 747 

on May 9, was captured by a mob and lynched. — On May 25 Lovett Davis, 
charged with assaulting a young girl at Pine Bluff, Arkansas, was taken from 
the jail at midnight and hanged to a telegraph pole. The sheriff and his 
deputies attempted to defend the prisoner against the mob but were soon 
overpowered. — John Maxey, accused of shooting a white man, was removed 
from the jail at Frankfort, Kentucky, on June 3 and hanged to a bridge. 
The lynching took place within a few blocks of the state house. — Malk 
Morris, who had been condemned to death for the murder of the late sheriff 
of the county, was taken by a mob from the jail at Tallahassee, Florida, 
early on the morning of June 6, and hanged to a tree within the jail enclo- 
sure. — On June 26 a mob of masked men at Wilburton, Oklahoma, removed 
Sylvester Stenien, who had killed a deputy constable, from the jail and 
hanged him to a telephone pole near by. — The efforts of a mob at Middles- 
boro, Kentucky, who on July 31 tried to lynch James White, accused of 
assaulting a little girl, were frustrated by the sheriff. When the mob ar- 
rived the prisoner had been spirited away. — On September 16, negroes blew 
up with dynamite the store of one of the three white merchants located in 
Taft, Oklahoma. They placarded the neighborhood with warnings that 
unless the three white men left town immediately death would be their pun- 
ishment. 

III. LATIN AMERICA 
The Cuban Congress adjourned on July 18 after a five months' session. 
Laws were passed creating a national lottery and authorizing the installation 
of a governmental telephone system throughout the island. No agreement 
was reached on the budget, which by constitutional provision had to be ap- 
proved before June 30. President Gomez solved the difficulty by decreeing 
the budget of the preceding year, which carried appropriations of thirty-one 
million dollars. — The summer months witnessed preparations in Mexico for 
the meeting between Presidents Diaz and Taft (see supra, p. 733), for the 
national centennial celebration in 19 10 and for the approaching presidential 
election. It was a foregone conclusion that General Diaz would succeed 
himself for the seventh time; but a lively contest for the vice-presidency de- 
veloped between the official candidate, Senor Ramon Corrall, and General 
Bernardo Reyes, governor of Nuevo Leon. After a noisy newspaper war, 
General Reyes withdrew from the race in October and resigned his governor- 
ship. The governor of Chiapas aroused interest by a statement that the con- 
stitutional amendment of 1873, abolishing peonage, had proved a dead letter 
in remote districts and that further legislative action was needed to enforce 
it. — President Zelaya of Nicaragua in October faced a formidable revolt 
against his dictatorship in the coast towns. He charged President Cabrera 
of Guatemala with furnishing men and military supplies to the insurgents.— 
Sefior Ricardo Jiminez was elected president of Costa Rica on August 30. 
Congress on September 1 8 declined to ratify the arrangement with the Na- 
tional City Bank of New York to take control of the country's finances in 
return for a loan of fifteen million dollars. — General Rafael Reyes was re- 
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elected president of Colombia as a result of the congressional elections dur- 
ing the first week of June. A detachment of soldiers at Barranquilla muti- 
nied on July 4, proclaimed Sefior Gonzalez Valencia president and captured 
several steamers on the Magdalena River, but this movement was easily 
suppressed by loyal troops. General Reyes, however, resigned the presi- 
dency in August, alleging as his chief reason the unwillingness of Congress 
to ratify that portion of his treaty with the United States and Panama which 
exonerated the other parties to the contract from any injustice to Colombia 
in regard to the Panama revolution. Sefior Valencia, who was chosen to 
succeed him, recommended to Congress that this question, together with 
that of the compensation due to Colombia for alienation of territory, be re- 
ferred to the arbitral court at the Hague. Congress favorably received in 
October a project of a Chilean engineer, Arturo Unduraga, for a canal 
across the isthmus of Darien, utilizing for the purpose the channel of the 
Atrato River. — The criminal court at Caracas, Venezuela, on May 21 ex- 
onerated ex-President Cipriano Castro from the charge of plotting to kill 
Sefior Gomez, the acting president, on the ground that the recent amnesty 
decree applied to him. General Castro, who had taken up his residence in 
Spain, renounced on July 12 his claim to the presidency. — President Alfaro 
of Ecuador convoked Congress in special session on October 28 to consider 
a proposed loan of ten million dollars for internal improvements. — Partisans 
of General Pierola attempted a revolution in Peru in June and by a coup de 
main seized President Leguia. The troops, however, remained loyal, re- 
leased the president and restored order. An executive decree of May 14 
prohibited the entrance into the republic of Chinese immigrants having less 
than five hundred dollars in cash. — The government of Uruguay in July 
granted a concession to the Trans-Continental Company to construct a rail- 
way 600 kilometers long from Colonia, opposite Buenos Aires, to San Luis 
on the Brazilian frontier. The contractors agreed to make a port at Colonia 
and develop 98,000 acres of land. Congress authorized a loan of six mill- 
ion dollars to be applied to public works. — The president of Brazil, in his 
message to Congress on May 3, stated that immigration had increased forty 
per cent during the year and that railway construction was being pushed 
forward in all directions. President Penna died suddenly on June 14 and 
was succeeded by the vice-president, Dr. Nilo Pecanha. A serious strike 
at the gas works of the Rio de Janeiro Light and Power Company caused 
considerable discomfort in June, but order was strictly maintained. The 
republic in October invited tenders for the rental of the port of the capital, 
the tonnage for the preceding year being reported as seven millions. A 
lively contest for the presidency was opened between Dr. David Campista, 
minister of finance, and Marshal Hermes R. da Fonseca. — President Montt 
opened the Chilean Congress on June 1. He urged economy while esti- 
mating a revenue for 1910 in excess of expenditures. His opposition to a 
bill passed by Congress, for the postponement until 191 5 of the enforcement 
of the metallic conversion law, caused a cabinet crisis in August. Naval 
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appropriations in October reached nearly twenty million dollars. — The 
president of the Argentine republic reported to Congress on May 1 5 a sub- 
stantial treasury surplus. The campaign for the presidential election of 
1910 opened in August with two candidates in the field : Dr. Saenz Pefia, 
endorsed by the government, and Dr. Guillermo Udaonda, representing the 
opposition. 

IV. THE BRITISH EMPIRE 

THE EMPIRE. — An imperial press conference was held at London in 
June. — At the Imperial Defence Conference, held at London in August and 
attended by representatives of the self-governing colonies, plans were form- 
ulated for complete uniformity and interchangeability of forces as between 
all parts of the empire, for the appointment of an imperial general staff and 
for the establishment of military training colleges in the overseas domin- 
ions. — The triennial meeting of the imperial chambers of commerce at Syd- 
ney, Australia, in September, adopted resolutions favoring an imperial 
state owned telegraphic system between Great Britain and Australasia 
through Canada ; calling upon the various governments to suppress imita- 
tion trade marks by foreign rivals of British firms ; and urging the creation 
of an " Advisory Imperial Council ' ' to consider questions of imperial inter- 
est, particularly to promote trade. A resolution in favor of imperial prefer- 
ence was adopted by 81 votes to 31, the opposition being restricted to Aus- 
tralian and Indian delegates. — Lord Kitchener was appointed in August to 
succeed the Duke of Connaught as inspector-general of the Mediterranean 
forces, with command of the British army in India, the Soudan and Cyprus. 

THE UNITED KINGDOM. — Beside the continued German war scare 
and the discussion over Great Britain's threatened naval supremacy, the 
United Kingdom was interested and concerned to an unusual degree in the 
"revolutionary " budget which Mr. Lloyd-George introduced in the House 
of Commons on April 29 (see last Record, p. 365). Demonstrations of 
various kinds were held throughout the country ; a meeting at Hyde Park 
on July 24 in support of the government's proposals was said to have been 
attended by half a million ; Lord Roseberry at Glasgow and Mr. Balfour at 
Birmingham declared in September before large gatherings their opposition 
to the Budget and recommended the substitution of tariff reform ; the Cath- 
olic bishops in Ireland condemned the measure and the Nationalists ab- 
stained from voting. The bill passed the second reading in the House of 
Commons by a vote of 366 to 209 and with slight amendment. It en- 
countered the expected opposition of the Lords, many of whom found 
objections to it as embodying measures and principles not strictly of a 
financial nature. The government declared that the upper house must 
yield, and several newspapers intimated, late in October, that the king was 
using his influence to effect a compromise. Mr. Keir Hardie, the Labor 
leader, declared in a remarkable speech in Parliament that if the king in- 
terfered in politics the crown would follow the coronets into the melting-pot. 
— The Irish Land Bill passed its third reading in the lower house on Sep- 
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tember 17 by 174 votes to 51. The Lords so amended it in October as to 
eliminate its most important features, including the power vested in the es- 
tates commissions of naming a compulsory price when landlord and tenant 
should fail to agree and also the elective element in the board established to 
purchase lands for smaller holders in congested districts. The Nationalists 
announced that they would have the bill in its original form or not at all. 
— All parties seemed to agree that the dissolution of Parliament was immi- 
nent, either on the Land Bill or the budget or the question of the House of 
Lords. In the lower house there were, on November 1, 367 Liberals, 83 
Nationalists, 52 Labor members, 2 Socialists and 166 Unionists. To obtain 
a majority the latter would have to win 170 seats from the Liberals. — The 
government pointed out on July 26 the desirability of taking all necessary 
steps to ensure the laying down of four additional ' ' Dreadnoughts " to be 
completed in March, 19 12. A great naval pageant in the Solent on July 
31 was reviewed by King Edward and Queen Alexandra. — A parliamentary 
commission was appointed to investigate the censorship of plays. — A com- 
mittee of the House of Commons reported adversely on the Daylight-Sav- 
ing Bill. — The strikes in the United Kingdom during 1908 numbered 399, 
involving 300,000 workmen and a loss of ten million working days: 8.5 
per cent were won by the strikers; 25.2, by the employers; 65.6, were 
compromised ; the remainder were still unsettled. — Nineteen English suf- 
fragettes were sentenced to short terms of imprisonment on July 1 2 in con- 
nection with disorders in London. — The political Sinn-Feiners' annual con- 
vention in Ireland consisted of sixty-five members. It was announced that 
the membership had fallen to 581 and the year's contributions to #130. 

CANADA. — The year's federal revenue was 85 million dollars and the 
expenditures slightly less. — It was semi-officially stated in October that an 
agreement between the Dominion and the British Admiralty, to be embod- 
ied in a measure known as the Naval Defence Bill, would occupy the 
attention of Parliament during the next session. — The September official 
estimate of the wheat crop was 107,180,000 bushels. — The total Indian 
population was reported in October as 1 1 1,000, showing an increase for the 
first time in several years. There were 146,908 immigrants during the 
year ; and for the first time those from the United States exceeded those 
from the United Kingdom. — The Grand Trunk Pacific Railway was opened 
for traffic on July 7 from Winnipeg to Edmonton, a distance of 782 miles. 
— Damage to the extent of several million dollars was done by prairie fires 
in Alberta in October. — The first plenary council of the Catholic Church in 
Canada was opened at Quebec in September under the presidency of Mgr. 
Sbaretti, the papal delegate. — A conference of boards of trade of Nova 
Scotia, New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island adopted in August a res- 
olution in favor of the union of those provinces. — A stubborn miners' strike 
began at Glace Bay, Nova Scotia, in August. — The parliament house at 
Toronto was destroyed by fire late in August. — Investigations by a royal 
commission into the municipal affairs of Montreal revealed in August start- 
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ling maladministration and the criminal misuse of public funds. A subse- 
quent plebiscite directed by a majority of over 16,000 the creation of a 
board of control. 

NEWFOUNDLAND. — The long political conflict between the Bond and 
Morris parties was decided by the general elections in May, which gave 
the former 10 seats and the latter 28. Mr. Morris's government recom- 
mended to the legislature on June 1 a revision of the tariff, increased appro- 
priations for education, measures against tuberculosis, extension of the col- 
ony's railway system, an improved steamer service with Labrador and 
along the coast and the establishment of old-age pensions. It declined to 
ratify the agreement made by its predecessor with the Commercial Cable 
Company. In July, as a result of constant trouble between the fishermen 
on the Banks, legislation was recommended against steam trawlers. — Sir 
Ralph Williams, the new governor, was enthusiastically received at St. Johns 
in September. — A great paper and pulp-wood plant, built by Lord North- 
cliffe of the London Daily Mail at a cost of over six million dollars and said 
to be surpassed in size only by the paper mills at Millinocket, Maine, was 
opened on October 8 at Grand Falls. 

AUSTRALIA Mr. Fisher's Moderate Labor cabinet (see last Record, 

p. 366) was unable to attract the support of Mr. Deakin, who refused office 
in any ministry not pledged to his full program of compulsory military 
training, formation of a local squadron and strengthening of the federal 
government in financial affairs ; and the ex-premier, by a combination with 
the official opposition, overthrew the government on May 27, the day follow- 
ing the opening of the Commonwealth Parliament. Mr. Deakin, who then 
formed a coalition cabinet, presented several important bills to Parliament : 
establishing an interstate commission to undertake many of the functions of 
the British Board of Trade and supervise the working of the tariff ; encour- 
aging immigration ; increasing the effectiveness of anti-trust legislation ; 
providing for the compulsory military training of males from the age of 12 
to 20. The Commonwealth treasurer, in his budget speech of July 12, re- 
ported the revenue for the past year as $71,750,000, a decrease of over 
three millions, and pointed out that the requirement to return three-fourths 
of the customs revenue to the states would expire at the end of the next 
year. — The minister of defence stated that the offer of ten million dollars 
for the imperial navy was unconditional, but he hoped the home authorities 
would employ the money in building swift cruisers for the Australian trade 
route. Mr. Deakin informed Parliament on August 22 that the Australian 
squadron would comprise six cruisers, nine destroyers and a small flotilla of 
submarines. He also announced that Lord Kitchener would visit the Com- 
monwealth and advise the government on military matters. — The High 
Court decided in June that a federal arbitration court had power to overrule 
the awards of state arbitration courts in disputes extending beyond one 
state. — The state governments spent in 1908 over twelve and a half million 
dollars on education in 7500 schools. — The New South Wales legislative 
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assembly offered the Commonwealth in September 800 square miles of ter- 
ritory for the federal capital. The Commonwealth having undertaken to 
provide for general naval defence, the New South Wales Dreadnought 
fund was applied to the foundation of a naval college and the establishment 
of farms for the training of British immigrants. — General elections in 
Queensland in October returned 40 Governmental, 28 Labor and four 
Independent Opposition representatives. — Mr. Neale formed a Labor min- 
istry in Tasmania in October. — A bill was introduced in the Victoria 
legislature in July proposing advances to settlers aggregating a million 
dollars a year and an annual grant of two and a half millions for three 
years for the purchase of estates for closer settlement. 

NEW ZEALAND. — Parliament, after having approved the government's 
offer of assistance to the British navy, was prorogued while the premier, Sir 
Joseph Ward, attended the Imperial Defence Conference at London. Feel- 
ing seemed strong against the establishment of a separate colonial navy. — 
Considerable distress attendant upon lack of work was reported in July, and 
the government promised a bill for insurance against unemployment. — The 
premier announced upon his return that he had raised a loan of five million 
dollars for public works and had made arrangements for obtaining loans of 
a half million or more for local bodies. 

SOUTH AFRICA. — The National Convention reassembled at Bloemfon- 
tein on May 3 to consider amendments proposed by the various colonies to 
the Act of Union (see last Record, pp. 368, 369). The principal changes 
were the restriction of proportional representation to the election of senators 
and members of the executive committees of provincial councils, and the 
provision that naturalized citizens of one colony should be considered 
citizens throughout the Union. The document was signed on May 1 1 and 
resubmitted to the colonies. The Transvaal and Orange River Colonies 
adopted it on June 2, and the Cape Colony a week later, despite the oppo- 
sition of Mr. Schreiner. Natal accepted the constitution by a referendum 
of 11,121 votes in favor to 3701 opposed. A committee of the National 
Convention then took the document to London, where it was enacted, with 
a few technical amendments, by Parliament on August 19. — A council for 
native affairs was formed in Natal in June. — Legislation before the Trans- 
vaal Parliament included restrictions on betting and the publication of bet- 
ting news, measures dealing with lotteries and with money-lending and a 
provision for proportional representation in municipalities. 

INDIA. — A meeting of the All-India Moslem League at Lucknow on May 
23 protested against the government's expressed intention to restrict sep- 
arate representation of MohammedanB. A committee was appointed to con- 
fer with the viceroy's executive council, and it was reported in July that a 
satisfactory conclusion would shortly be reached. Later in the same month, 
several non-Moslem protests were filed with the viceroy against special con- 
cessions to Mohammedans. — Lord Morley in June sanctioned the proposed 
Indo-Ceylon Railway. — A bill to amend and consolidate the factory laws 
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in the Indian Empire, embodying a restriction of the hours of labor, was 
submitted to the Legislative Council on July 30. — The Bombay government 
adopted extensive measures in June for improving the city of Bombay. — The 
government of Eastern Bengal approved in Septemoer an elaborate scheme 
for policing the 5000 miles of waterways in that province. Raiding on the 
Afghanistan frontier continued throughout the summer, and there was some 
revival of political excitement in Eastern Bengal. — Drastic measures were 
adopted by the Legislative Council in July, and order was maintained on 
Boycott Day, August 7. — Madur Lai Dhingra, who assassinated Sir Curzon 
Wyllie of the India Office and Dr. Lalcaca, a native Indian, of the Imperial 
Institute, was hanged at London on August 17. — Public meetings were held 
at Bombay in September to protest against the treatment of Indians in 
South Africa. 

OTHER DEPENDENCIES. — Eight British insurance companies with- 
drew in August from business in Jamaica, and premium rates doubled. — Sir 
Henry Bell was transferred in September from the governorship of Uganda 
to Northern Nigeria. — The legislative council of St. Vincent voted in July 
an annual contribution of one per cent of the local revenues towards the 
maintenance of the British navy. (For Egypt, see Africa, p. 759.) 

V. CONTINENTAL EUROPE 
FRANCE. — Parliament supported the government in May in its deter- 
mined repression of the postal and telegraph strikes and adopted its recom- 
mendation to accord partial rights of association to members of the civil 
service. A general strike proclaimed by the Federation of Labor proved a 
failure. On June 15, M. Cruppi, minister of commerce, introduced the 
promised tariff bill, providing a thorough revision of the law of 1892. As 
temporary taxes to cover the estimated deficit of forty million dollars, the 
government proposed an excise duty on petrol for motor-cars, a progressive 
state tax on dogs, taxes on advertisements, wine and tobacco, and a new 
scheme of death duties. The Navy Council recommended early in June a 
complete reorganization of the navy and a program involving the construc- 
tion of forty-five battleships by the year 1920 and an estimated outlay of 
600,000,000 dollars. The parliamentary commission on naval affairs re- 
ported late in the month through its chairman, ex-Foreign Minister Delcasse, 
the results of a long and painstaking investigation. The report was in sub- 
stance a most severe indictment of French naval management during the 
past five years : it accused the Admiralty of extravagance, lack of method 
and even of fraud. In the course of the naval debate on July 20, M. 
C16menceau, the premier, had a hot altercation with M. Delcasse, accusing 
him of having brought France to humiliation at Algeciras. M. Delcass£ 
replied with such effect that the Chamber, amid cheers from the Right and 
Extreme Left, voted against the government 212 to 176. M. Clemenceau, 
whose ministry had been the longest in the history of the Third Republic, 
resigned and was succeeded by one of his colleagues, M. Aristide Briand. 
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New appointments included General Brun to the war portfolio ; Admiral 
Bou6 de Lapeyrere, navy ; and M. Millerand, posts and telegraphs. M. 
Briand announced his adherence to M. Clemenceau's policies, and the 
Chamber voted confidence in the new ministry on July 27 by 306 to 46. In 
the course of a debate on ship subsidies, the Chamber resolved that ship- 
ping companies applying for government assistance should in return be re- 
quired to submit to financial supervision by the state, to concede a share in 
the profits and to accept the principle that the amount of the subvention 
should be made to vary in proportion to earnings. —A serious strike of sea- 
men and wharf hands occurred at Marseilles during May and June. — An 
official scheme for the embellishment of Paris at a total cost of $158,400,- 
000 was brought before the Municipal Council in June. — The increase in 
the number of conscripts who failed to join the colors was attributed by the 
minister of war in August to the growth of anti-militarism. — The Bordeaux 
winegrowers objected strongly in September to the government's compre- 
hensive definition of the term "Bordeaux." — A recrudescence of Clerical 
opposition to the separation law was reported from various parts of France. 
Cardinal Andrieu, archbishop of Bordeaux, the archbishop of Auch and 
the bishop of Bayonne were fined for condemning text books in the gov- 
ernment schools or for preaching against the secular authorities. The 
French episcopate in October issued a joint pastoral letter, urging Catholics 
not to send their children" to the public schools and demanding unhampered 
freedom for the church. The archbishop of Toulouse advised the imme- 
diate formation of a political party. 

GERMANY. — Prince Billow encountered insuperable obstacles to the 
adoption of his financial proposals (see last Record, p. 371). In the 
Reichstag, a new majority composed of Conservatives, Centrists, Poles and 
Anti-Semites, who stood solidly together against any form of the taxation 
of bequeathed estates, displaced the former National and Conservative bloc, 
upon which the chancellor relied. The coalition recommended substitute 
taxes on the output of the milling industry, on the export of coal, on bonds 
and securities and on transfers of real estate, and an especially high duty 
on tea, coffee and matches, all of which were expected to aggregate 125,- 
000,000 dollars a year. Prince Bulow opened the debate on June 16 with a 
review of the negotiations on the subject with the different parties and stated 
that he had refused the active cooperation of no party, but adhered to an 
inheritance tax and declined to uphold other taxes which would seriously 
injure trade. The Reichstag on July 10 rejected his proposals by 194 votes 
to 186 and adopted the substitute measures. The leader of the Conserva- 
tives, von Heydebrand, explained that the opposition to the inheritance tax 
had been determined by the fact that it was a general property tax, and his 
party could not place such a tax in the hands of a legislature elected by 
equal voting ; such a tax would be extended and might lead to expropriation 
of property. The Reichstag was unexpectedly closed by imperial decree 
on July 13, and the next day Prince Bulow resigned. He was succeeded 
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by Dr. von Bethmann-Hollweg, secretary of the Interior, who accepted the 
taxation scheme shaped by the majority but announced that in other re- 
spects he should follow the policies of the retiring chancellor. — At the open- 
ing of the Socialist Congress at Leipzig on September 13, it was reported 
that there were 633,000 organized Socialists in the empire. — The fifth and 
sixth German "Dreadnoughts" were launched at Kiel in September. — 
Complete returns from the elections to the Baden Diet showed that the 
Socialists polled 80,800 votes, compared with 50,400 in 1905, while all the 
other parties lost ground. — The election-returns committee of the Prussian 
Diet declared invalid the election of four out of the seven Berlin Socialist 
deputies on the ground of irregularities. Census returns indicate a declin- 
ing birthrate in Prussia. 

AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. — The Neue Freie Presse of Vienna estimated in 
September that Count von Aehrenthal's annexation policy had already 
cost the dual monarchy 150,000,000 dollars. — The results of the session of 
the Austrian Reichstag, which closed in July, were practically nil, owing to 
the obstructionist tactics of the non-German parties aided by the Social 
Democrats. The emperor on July 5 opened the new railway from Spittal 
to Gastein, which, by piercing the Tauern Alps, completes the second Aus- 
trian route to Trieste and affords a new line of communication between 
northwestern and central Europe and the Adriatic. — The Hungarian cabinet 
resigned early in May, on account of the king's opposition to a division of 
the state bank and to the extension of the use of the Magyar language in 
the regiments of the joint army recruited from Hungary. Dr. Wekerle was 
prevailed upon in July to resume office pending a settlement, but his coali- 
tion cabinet resigned again at the opening of the chambers on September 
28 ; and the premier advised the king, amid loud cheering by the Party of 
Independence, to send for M. Kossuth. An order issued by the minister 
of public instruction for the use of Magyar for religious instruction in the 
schools of the Rumanian subjects of Hungary evoked protests in September 
from the Catholic and Greek Rumanian bishops. — The trial of the fifty-two 
Slavic leaders indicted at Agram for high treason (see last Record, p. 372) 
was resumed and sentence was pronounced at Vienna on October 5. Thirty- 
one were condemned to various terms of penal servitude and to the pay- 
ment of costs amounting to nearly #15,000; the others were acquitted. 
The prevailing opinion of the press seemed to be that the charges were 
hardly proved and that the sentences were mainly for political purposes. 

ITALY. — Parliament considered during the summer several important 
measures. The ship subsidy bill, carrying a special agreement for twenty 
years with the Italian Lloyd Company, aroused great opposition in Sicily 
and led to violent scenes in the Chamber on July 7 ; further consideration 
was deferred until the end of the year. Bills for the payment of legislators 
were introduced. A miners' nine-hour bill was passed in August. An- 
other enactment aimed to expedite the excavation of Herculaneum. The 
amended naval estimates proposed expenditures of 88,000,000 dollars spread 
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over six years and the immediate building of two battleships, two cruisers 
and a flotilla of torpedo boats and submarines. The Republican deputies 
attacked the government in June for allowing the growth of religious frater- 
nities. — An agitation of farm laborers in northern Umbria for redress of 
grievances was organized in July by their clergy. — The municipal govern- 
ment of Rome authorized in August the construction of a grand boulevard 
about twenty miles long and sixty -six yards wide from St. Paul's Gate to 
Ostia. 

RUSSIA. — The Duma was prorogued on June 1 5 until October 23. Im- 
portant bills were passed favoring peasant land holdings, granting qualified 
religious toleration and reforming the judicial procedure ; their fate in the 
Council of the Empire was problematical. The budget, as adopted, bal- 
anced at 1,470,000,000 dollars. The upper chamber restored the naval ap- 
propriation which had been rejected by the Duma ; and the tsar refused 
his assent to the bill for the reform of the naval staff but declined to accept 
the resignation of the Stolypin cabinet. A proposal to abolish the Polish 
fortresses caused violent scenes. — The bicentenary of the battle of Poltava 
was enthusiastically celebrated in July, numerous monuments to Peter the 
Great being unveiled. Reports of the visit of the tsar to the Crimea in Sep- 
tember indicated his remarkable popularity among the peasantry. — The 
Council of Imperial Defence was abolished in August. — A St. Petersburg 
by-election to the Duma in October returned M. Kutler, the Constitutional 
Democrat, by an overwhelming majority. — Decrees in September granted 
special permission to two hundred Jewish merchants at Moscow to retain 
their rights of residence outside the pale and renewed the restriction of the 
number of Jews admitted to the universities to three per cent of the whole. 
— The Finnish Diet, before adjourning in June, requested the tsar to repeal 
the law promulgated in 1908 relating to the revision of the convention on 
Finnish affairs. In August, a committee of five Russians and five Finns, 
with a Russian chairman to give the casting vote, was appointed to draft 
proposals for " regulations concerning the procedure of issuing laws of gen- 
eral imperial interest concerning Finland." The imperial government de- 
manded in October a large military contribution and appointed Russians to 
fill vacancies in the Senate of the grand-duchy. — The Russian ministry an- 
nounced its intention in May of transforming part of eastern Poland into a 
Russian government ; but M. Stolypin finally compromised with the oppo- 
sition by agreeing to introduce zemstvos in the southwest provinces. 

SPAIN. — The military reverses at Melilla in July (see supra, p. 730) and 
the attendant widespread discontent with the government's Moroccan policy 
afforded an opportunity to the Republicans, Anti-Clericals, Socialists, Anti- 
Militarists and other radical groups to conduct an extensive agitation against 
the secular and ecclesiastical authorities. The anti-war movement led to 
riots in several places. At Barcelona it amounted to an insurrection: revolu- 
tionaries, estimated by the correspondent of the London Times at 30,000, 
controlled the city from the 27th to the 29th, burned or damaged thirty- 
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six churches, convents or other religious foundations and killed several 
persons. The uprising was suppressed by royal troops on the 29th and 
30th with a total loss of a hundred killed and a thousand wounded. Sefior 
Francisco Ferrer, the head of the celebrated anti-clerical " modern school " 
at Barcelona, who had before been tried and acquitted of complicity in the 
bomb outrage on the occasion of King Alphonso's marriage, was arrested 
on September 1, charged with having taken a leading part in the Barcelona 
riots. Compromising proclamations were found at his house ; and he was 
tried on October 5 before a court-martial, found guilty and executed on 
October 13. Demonstrations of protest against this execution were re- 
ported from every European capital and from many countries of the new 
world. The ministry restored the constitutional guarantees, which had 
been suspended since July, and convoked the Cortes on October 1 5. In 
the latter, the Liberals joined the Radicals in condemning the repressive 
policy of the Conservative premier, Sefior Maura, which had discredited 
Spain abroad. The premier resigned October 21, and was succeeded by a 
Liberal ministry headed by Sefior Moret y Prendergast, who promised con- 
ciliation and a speedy conclusion of the Moroccan war. — The Cortes before 
adjournment in May had approved the budget, which showed an estimated 
surplus of over 8,000,000 dollars, and had passed by large majorities a 
bill for the protection of maritime industries, granting subsidies to Spanish 
shipping lines aud imposing a tonnage tax on all foreign vessels calling at 
Spanish ports. — Don Carlos, pretender to the Spanish and French thrones, 
died in Italy on July 18. Don Jaime, the successor to his claims, declared 
that he would not kindle civil war or ally himself with the enemies of the 
Spanish monarchy. 

TURKEY. — The ministry headed by Tewfik Pasha resigned on May 5, 
and the sultan reappointed as grand vizier Hilmi Pasha, a most pronounced 
Liberal. — The new sultan (see last Record, pp. 373, 374) was invested with 
the sword of Osman on May 10. He attended Parliament on May 20, and in 
his speech from the throne declared that the country's progress and prosperity 
depended on the maintenance of the constitution. — Treasure to the amount 
of nearly 5,000,000 dollars was found at the Yildiz Kiosk, after Abdul 
Hamid had been taken to Salonica, and was seized on behalf of the nation 
by the ministry of finance. — The execution of twenty-two persons impli- 
cated in the April mutiny at Constantinople took place on May 12 ; other 
executions followed. — It was announced that the pacification of Albania 
was proceeding steadily. — The court-martial on the Adana massacres re- 
ported in July the execution of fifteen persons, condemned the governor and 
other local authorities, accused the Armenians of having provoked the out- 
break and recommended a general amnesty. The Armenian patriarch re- 
signed in September as a protest against the findings, and the government 
promised to renew investigations. — Military and naval reorganization was 
begun in October : the former under the direction of a German officer, General 
von der Goltz ; and the latter under a British officer, Sir Douglas Gamble. 
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OTHER EUROPEAN STATES. — The Norwegian Parliament held 
secret sessions in August to discuss plans for army reorganization and for 
strengthening the country's defences, especially in the north. — Sweden 
was the scene of labor troubles during the summer months. A lockout in- 
volving about 13,000 laborers in paper, woolen and cotton industries was 
declared in June on the ground of the workers' violation of an agreement 
with their employers, and on July 26 was extended to 40,000 employees in 
allied trades. By August 1, about 250,000 workmen had joined in a re- 
taliatory strike. The troubles interfered with tourist traffic as well as with 
other business. The peaceful character of the strike was ascribed by the 
press to the prompt closing of the saloons by the government. The Labor 
Federation called off the sympathetic strike on September 6 ; but the gov- 
ernment was unable to negotiate a settlement of the original difficulty, and 
60,000 men were reported idle. — In spite of a victory in the general elec- 
tions to the Danish Folkething on May 25, M. Neergaard, the premier, did 
not feel himself strong enough to carry his proposals for new land fortifica- 
tions about Copenhagen, and on July 31 he resigned. The venerable 
Count Holstein-Ledreborg formed a new cabinet, including the two ex- 
premiers, MM. Christensen and Neergaard ; and on September 24 a bill 
passed Parliament providing for strong sea fortifications for the capital and 
for the maintenance and strengthening of the land defences. The Socialist 
opposition, however, was so bitter, especially against M. Christensen, that 
the cabinet resigned late in October, and M. Zahle formed a Radical min- 
istry. The new government started in by abolishing all titles and orders 
and discarding uniforms. The Icelandic Assembly, in order to further the 
popular movement for separation from Denmark, voted in August to estab- 
lish a university at Reykjavik with four faculties and sixteen professors.- 
The Belgian Chambers voted in June a special credit of nearly two million 
dollars for the fortifications of Antwerp. A special session was called on 
October 19 to consider a new army bill, which would abolish the ballot 
system, require only one son in each family to serve, and retain the prin- 
ciple of substitution. The trial of the suit for libel brought by the Kasai 
Company against two American Protestant missionaries in the Congo took 
place at Leopoldville on September 17. M. Vandervelde, leader of the 
Belgian Socialists, defended the missionaries, having gone out especially to 
do so. Judgment was rendered against the company. — The Clerical coali- 
tion won 60 out of the 100 seats in the June elections to the second cham- 
ber of the Netherlands. The speech from the throne at the opening of 
Parliament on September 21 proposed temporary measures to meet a finan- 
cial deficit of about five million dollars, and permanent measures, includ- 
ing an increase of the death duties, tariff revision and a general income-tax. 
— The four hundredth anniversary of Calvin's birth was celebrated at 
Geneva, Switzerland, in July. — M. Novakovitch resigned in October as 
premier of Servia, and a new ministry was formed, with M. Pasitch as 
premier. — In view of the opposition to his Cretan policy (see supra, p. 
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732), M. Theotokis on July 17 tendered the resignation of the Greek 
cabinet and was succeeded by M. Ralli. Late in August, the organization 
of the army officers known as the Military League mutinied at Athens 
and demanded the removal of the royal princes from chief commands in 
the forces, the abolition of the general staff and the employment of foreign 
organizers for the army. The princes and the premier promptly resigned, 
and the revolt was at first regarded as indicative of a dynastic crisis ; but 
M. Mavromkhalis, the leader of the third parliamentary group, formed a 
new ministry in September which promised to carry out the program of 
the Military League in harmony with King George. The Chambers met 
on October 3 and proceeded to consider a mass of recommendations made 
by the League and indorsed by the premier. On October 29, naval muti- 
neers, led by Lieut. Tibaldos, a dissatisfied member of the League, seized 
three torpedo boats and the marine arsenal at Salamis. The loyal forces 
suppressed the mutiny with slight loss of life. 

VI. AFRICA AND ASIA 

MOROCCO. — The sultan's eldest brother, Mulai Mohammed, who re- 
volted in the preceding December and was captured (see last Record, p. 
376) died in June in prison. The forces of Bu Hamara, who had main- 
tained himself throughout the conflict of Mulai Hafid and Abdul Aziz (see 
Records of December, 1907, p. 750; June, 1908, pp. 354, 355 ; Decem- 
ber, 1908, p. 748) were defeated in June near Fez, and the pretender was 
confined in a cage. Reports were repeatedly circulated and denied that 
the sultan tortured his prisoners. Strained relations were also reported 
between Mulai Hafid and his two viziers. — The Riff tribes were in arms 
against the Spaniards (see supra, p. 730). 

EGYPT. — The editor of the radical paper, El Lewa, was fined in August 
for libels on the premier. — The second Young Egypt Congress, held at Ge- 
neva, Switzerland, in September and attended by representatives of the 
British Labor Party and the Irish Nationalists, denounced British occupation. 

PERSIA. — The Nationalists maintained their position at Tabriz (see last 
Record, p. 376) ; and the shah, yielding to the Anglo-Russian pressure for 
reform, promised early in May the restoration of the constitution, a general 
amnesty and elections to be held in July. An electoral law was announced 
in June providing for a Mejliss of 120 members, each province and town 
constituency to elect three times the number of representatives required and 
these to name the deputies. While the shah delayed giving final force to 
his promises, disorder increased throughout the country. Bakhtiari leaders 
marched on Ispahan. Serious disturbances occurred in Meshed. The 
Nationalists advanced from Tabriz toward Teheran. On July 6, Russian 
troops landed at Enzeli to protect the capital. The Nationalist Emergency 
Committee was unable to gain the support of the cabinet for its demands, 
and the premier, Saad-ed-Dowleh, resigned. After some fighting with the 
loyalist tribesmen, who were reinforced by Cossacks, the Nationalist forces 
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entered Teheran on July 1 3 and were heartily received by the populace. 
The resistance of the shah, though stubborn, was ineffectual. An ar- 
rangement was effected on July 16 whereby the shah took refuge in the 
Russian legation. That evening an extraordinary National Council formally 
deposed the shah and proclaimed his son, Sultan Ahmed Mirza, a boy of 
eleven years. Azad-ul-Mulk, head of the Kajar tribe, was appointed 
regent ; Nasr-ul-Mulk became premier. The ex-shah was allowed an 
annual pension of $80,000 and on September 9 left Persia under a Russian 
escort to take up his residence in the Crimea. — The new government, con- 
trolled by the Nationalists, experienced great difficulty in obtaining funds 
with which to restore order throughout the country, especially in Azerbaijan, 
where Sata Khan resisted its authority. 

CHINA. — The government was concerned during the summer chiefly 
with grants of railway concessions and with foreign negotiations (see supra, 
P- 73 1 )- — The Dalai Llama returned to Lhasa in August. — The government 
offered in June to cooperate in founding a university on the European model 
at Hong-Kong. — The Pekin-Kalgan railway was opened on October 2. — 
October 14 marked an era in the establishment of constitutional govern- 
ment in the empire. On that day the provincial deliberative assemblies 
met for the first time in each of the twenty-two provinces of China proper, 
Manchuria and the New Dominion, a proceeding authorized by the imperial 
decrees of October 19, 1907 and of July 22, 1908. 

KOREA. — Viscount Sone succeeded Prince Ito as Japanese resident-gen- 
eral in July. Further increase of Japanese control in that country was evi- 
denced by the abolition of a separate military department and of a separate 
department of justice, the judges henceforth being part Japanese and part 
Korean but all appointed from Tokio, and by the establishment of a central 
bank in Korea under officers named by the Japanese government. Prince 
Ito, who had long been recognized as one of the foremost statesmen of 
Japan, was assassinated by a Korean on October 26 at Harbin, whither he 
had gone for a conference with Russian and Chinese officials. 

JAPAN. — The trial of twenty-four present and past members of the 
House of Representatives on charges of bribery and corruption in connec- 
tion with a sugar-refining company, was concluded at Tokio on July 4. 
Only one was acquitted, the others being sentenced to terms of imprison- 
ment and compelled to refund the bribes. — A new press law provided for 
fixing the responsibility of editors, for a tax on newspapers in proportion to 
the size of the town of publication, for the indication of printers' and editors' 
names, and for closing the mails to any foreign paper containing any article 
calculated to disturb public peace and order. — The privy council approved 
in October the budget which balanced at 260,000,000 dollars. 

[For colonies and dependencies in Africa and Asia, see the United States, 
the British Empire and the other European States, supra.'] 

C. A. Beard, 
C. H. Hayes. 



